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The Education Select Committee this work heard from education union and school and college 

leaders, as it continues its inquiry in to school and college funding. Focusing its attention on the 

management of schools and college finances and the long-term changes needed to create a 

sustainably funded system, the inquiry heard from representatives from the National Education Union, 

as well as charity leaders and head teacher representatives.  

 

Many of the witnesses before the Committee raised their concerns over a lack of a long-term strategic 

plan for education, with Kevin Courtney, Joint General Secretary of the NEU saying that additional 

investment was needed urgently to in order to provide investment in to new buildings and facilities, as 

well as teachers and resources. Mr Courtney’s comments were echoed by others on the panel, who 

claimed that, whilst the Government has recognised there are issues relating to school funding, too 

little was being done to tackle it.  

 

Calls for extra funding come as new figures reveal that teachers in Britain work some of the longest 

hours in the world. Research published in the Global Teacher Status Index found the average teacher 

in the U.K. works 50.9 hours a week, longer than anywhere else in the world except for New Zealand, 

Singapore and Chile. The Index, which aims to provide detailed information of how society views 

teachers across 35 countries, also found that the public in the U.K. underestimate by five hours how 

much time teachers spend working. 

 

Reacting to the results, the DfE has committed to tackling teacher workload, with Education Secretary, 

Damian Hinds, making it one of his top priorities. Teaching unions have attacked the Government for 

failing to value teachers and their work. 

 

Action Cerebral Palsy has committed itself to ensuring that there are the resources in place, 

well-funded by Government, to supporting every child. However, it will be concerned that the  

more over-worked teachers become, this may mean potentially less focus and attention on 

those children with special educational needs. 
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Overview 

• People with learning disabilities will die too soon to claim pensions 

• Philip Hammond sparks funding row 

• Time for 10-Year Plan for Education, says Committee Chair 

People with learning disabilities will die too soon to claim pensions 

Researchers from University College London’s Institute of Health Equity has found that many children 

with learning disabilities will not grow old enough to collect their pension. The Institute, led by Professor 

Sir Michael Marmot, found that people with learning disabilities died on average 15 to 20 years sooner 

than the general population. For the purpose of the study, learning disabilities covered a range of 

conditions, including cerebral palsy, totalling around 1.5 million people. 

 

As a whole, the report said that “if society wishes to have a healthy population, working until 68 years, 

it is essential to take action to both raise the general level of health and flatten the social gradient”, 

adding that individuals must begin to take control over their own lives, in an environment where the 

economy and prosperity is growing, and inequality is falling. 

 

The report outlined that, compared with the general population, those with learning disabilities were 

more likely to live in poverty and less likely to work. Additionally, they were also more likely to be 

bullied, discriminated against and socially isolated. Sir Michael added that “this is a direct result of a 

pollical choice that destines this vulnerable group to experience some of the worst of what society has 

to offer.” Without taking aim at any individual political party, individual or Government, Sir Michael said 

that “the time to act is now.” The news comes just months after the Children’s Commissioner for Wales 

raised concerns that children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities were 

being marginalised, hidden and left behind. 

 

Responding to the report, a Government spokesperson said that “improving the lives of people with 

learning disabilities will be a key part of the NHS long-term plan and we will be consulting shortly on 

training for health and care staff to help end differences in life expectancy.” 

 

This report acts as a stark reminder that reductions in investment in children’s services at the 

national and local level can have a tangible impact on the quality and longevity of life. 

Whitehouse is in the process of contacting Simon Stevens, Chief Executive of NHS England, 

on behalf of ACP to alert him to ways in which the NHS’s 10-Year Forward Plan can be used to 

reduce inequalities, promote scientific research, and allow for resources to be used as 

efficiently as possible. 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/learning-disabled-will-die-too-soon-to-claim-pensions-36lv9b235
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-44741905
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Philip Hammond sparks row with comments on school funding 

The Chancellor, Philip Hammond, has come under fire for asking teachers unhappy with their one-off 

‘bonus’ announced in The Budget, to pass it to other schools. Last week we reported how the 

Chancellor announced a one-off boost to school funding of £400 million, equating to £10,000 per 

primary school and £50,000 per secondary school. Now, teaching unions are warning that the cash 

would do little to reverse previous real-term spending cuts, with the Public Account Select Committee 

Chair, Meg Hillier MP, branding it a “kick in the teeth”. 

 

In response, Mr Hammond told the Treasury Committee that “for anybody who feels it’s not worth 

having there will be plenty of other schools who’ll be willing to receive the cheque on their behalf”. 

These comments drew swift criticism from the Committee, with one member urging him to “get out of 

the Treasury” and learn about the pressures facing teachers. 

 

Indeed, only days after Mr Hammond made his comment, headteachers appearing before the 

Education Select Committee said that the current funding levels were not enough to cope with rising 

costs. Although the core schools budget currently stands at £42.4 billion, the highest it has ever been, 

funding has in fact been cut by £2.7 billion in real terms since 2015 as investment has failed to keep 

up with inflation. Unions have previously said that at least £2 billion in additional funding is needed, 

with Darren Northcott, National Officer at the NASUWT union going further, and saying that £5 billion 

“would go a long way to making up the deficit that we have seen.” 

 

In a twist to how the public understands education funding, the BBC has also announced that it intends 

the use the Chancellor’s announcement as a starting point form which to start a new programme. The 

creators of the acclaimed series Hospital are in the process of producing a new six-part series called 

School, which will look at the challenges faced by three schools in south Gloucestershire. The resulting 

film, critics say, will “lay bare the funding crisis affecting schools across the country”. 

 

The consensus view across the education sector is that schools are not receiving enough 

funding. With growing demand and student population, as well as an increase number of 

students eligible for specialist Education and Health and Care plans, the resources available 

to schools will continue to threadbare. Whilst ACP will welcome the additional funding, it 

remains a priority for the charity to push for better training in the classroom, extra resources 

for young people with cerebral palsy, and more funding for local authorities and schools. 

 

https://www.politicshome.com/news/uk/education/schools/news/99635/philip-hammond-sparks-fresh-row-he-urges-unhappy-teachers-give-
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/schools-need-at-least-4bn-more-funding-mps-told/
https://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio/2018/nov/02/bbc-film-crew-to-document-england-school-funding-crisis
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Time for a 10-Year Forward Plan for Education, says Committee Chair 

Robert Halfon MP, Chair of the Education Select Committee, has called on the Government to create 

a 10-Year Forward Plan for Education, adding that next year’s spending review represents a “golden 

opportunity” for the Government to set out a strategic director for education and skills spending. In an 

article for Schools Week, the Committee Chair said that whilst the NHS is rightly lauded, respected 

and cared for by everyone across the UK, education and skills should also be seen as vital to the 

health of the nation. 

 

Describing how his Committee is making the case for extra funding for schools, he added that he was 

“committed in taking forwarded the case for a longer-term look at school and college funding – a 10-

year strategic funding plan for education”. Mr Halfon’s mention to a 10-Year plan is in direct reference 

to the plan being devised by NHS England for the Health Service, whereby the organisation is going 

to lay out in detail where the additional funding will be focused, and the outcomes its expects to 

achieve. 

 

Targeting his own party’s record on education funding, Mr Halfon highlighted a report by the Institute 

for Fiscal Studies, which estimated that funding per pupil in England had fallen by eight per cent over 

the past eight years. Moreover, he added, further education had been starved when compared with 

other areas of education spending, with a funding “dip” for students between the ages of 16 and 18. 

 

The intervention by the Chair of the influential Select Committee appeared just days after a new survey 

by the charity Parentkind found that the average monthly voluntary donation parents are making to 

school funds rose to over £120 a year. In its report, the charity said that “Parents are increasingly 

under pressure to make financial contributions to support schools with their core budget”, adding that 

1in 5 parents had been asked to supply teaching equipment, including stationery, books, glue and 

pens. 

 

Action Cerebral Palsy will welcome the additional pressure that is being placed on Government 

to improve education provision and funding. Next year, the Government will announce the 

results of its comprehensive spending review, outlining departmental budgets. Mr Halfon’s 

comments are sure to add pressure to The Treasury that education and schools need 

immediate investment. At the same time, Whitehouse has made representation to both Mr 

Halfon and the clerks of the Education Select Committee to offer our Chief Executive as a 

witness for its Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Inquiry. 

https://schoolsweek.co.uk/the-nhs-has-a-ten-year-funding-plan-so-why-doesnt-education/
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/the-nhs-has-a-ten-year-funding-plan-so-why-doesnt-education/

