
 

 

1 

Action Cerebral Palsy 

Political & Parliamentary Monitoring 

Week Commencing 1st October 2018 

 

The Conservative Party Conference education announcements have been overshadowed following 

claims that the Government has attempted to ‘cover up’ school budget cuts in England, after the UK’s 

statistics watchdog said it would investigate ministers’ use of spending figures that included private 

school fees to fend off criticism. In the wake of the  head teachers march last Friday, Minister of State 

for School Standards, Nick Gibb defended the Government’s record and said that “the OECD had 

recently confirmed that the UK is third highest spender on education in the world.” He later repeated 

these comments during an interview to the BBC. 

 

However, analysis has shown that the OECD data was comparing education spending as a 

percentage of national output, and the data included Government spending along with university 

tuition loans for students, as well as fees paid by pupils at private schools. Jules White, the head 

teacher of a school in West Sussex, who helped organise last Friday’s march, said: “ministers have 

now been caught out and we appeal to them to stop the patterns of using dreadfully misleading 

information which is unfair to educational professionals and most crucially to parents and pupils.” 

 

The dispute over the Department for Education’s claims on school funding have overshadowed the 

Conservative Party Conference, where the Education Secretary, Damian Hinds, announced a raft of 

new policies. An additional £10 million is to be spent on behaviour training for teachers, whilst another 

1,300 career leaders in schools will be created to offer guidance on gaining work experience and 

improve the job prospects of pupils. The Secretary of State also announced more funding for T Levels 

(Technical ‘A’ Levels designed in conjunction with business) in an effort to increase pathways to 

vocational education. 

 

This news will interest ACP greatly, given it continues to call for greater investment in 

specialist teachers and resources. ACP will share the concerns regarding the picture of 

education funding.  

 

 

Overview 

• Assembly Members highlights the development of cerebral palsy register  
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• Teacher crisis hits capital  

• SEND cuts ‘breaking’ nurseries 

 

Assembly Member highlights the development of cerebral palsy register 

Welsh Assembly Member, Mark Isherwood, highlighted the importance of cerebral palsy provision in 

the Welsh Assembly this week. Mr. Isherwood explained that cerebral palsy is the most common 

childhood disability in the world, with over 70 babies born each year in Wales with the disorder. Now, 

the Bobath Children’s Therapy Centre, an expert outlet for care and support in the country, is 

attempting to develop a cerebral palsy register. The benefits, Mr. Isherwood explained, would include 

the better distribution of services, and the ability to reduce the issues which can arise with early stage 

cerebral palsy, such as .instances of dislocated hips. 

 

This campaign for a cerebral palsy register in Wales comes in the same week it was announced that 

health spending in the country will rise by five per cent. Outlining the budget for 2019/20, the Welsh 

Finance Secretary said that the increased in funding would in part be paid by a levy on independent 

schools and private hospitals, which the Government will shortly be consulting on. Other policies in 

the budget included a small cut in local government and public service spending, of around two per 

cent, leading to Welsh Local Government Association warning of a ‘financial winter’ of redundancies 

and cuts. Whilst the increase in health service spending may result in more expert care and shorter 

waiting times for young people with cerebral palsy, many families receive care and support from local 

authorities, who also offer public health services. Reducing the grants to councils is likely going to risk 

some care services. 

 

The Bobath Centre welcomed Mr. Isherwood’s intervention, saying that his speech was part of their 

campaign “encouraging as many people as possible to help us spread awareness about cerebral 

palsy and the work we do”. At the same time, local government leaders warned they could have to 

shed 7,000 jobs, whilst the increase in health expenditure was, on the whole, warmly – if cautiously – 

welcomed by Assembly Members. 

 

This news will interest ACP, given its campaign for a cerebral palsy register. Whitehouse will 

engage with both Mark Isherwood and the Bobath Centre and ask for a meeting (or video/phone 

conference), in order to discuss the ways in which the necessity of a national cerebral palsy 

register can be better brought to the fore.  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-politics-45669663
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Teacher crisis hits London as nearly half quit within five years 

London schools are being gripped by a teacher retention crisis, with figures revealing that more than 

four out of ten quit the profession within the first five years of qualifying. Whilst schools across the 

country have highlighted their concerns at being unable to retain teachers, the problem is most acute 

in the capital, where just 57 per cent of teachers who qualified in 2012 were still working in the 

classroom in 2017. The figures, part of a new analysis by Matthew Pennycook MP, found that of the 

35,000 newly qualified teachers (NQTs) who started teaching in the capital since 2010, barely 20,000 

remain in the classroom.  

 

The crisis in retention comes at a time of rising demand for school places and increasing pupil 

numbers. Earlier this year, the Public Accounts Committee criticised the Government for failing to do 

enough to persuade disenchanted teachers to stay in the profession. Shadow Education Secretary, 

Angela Rayner, said that the Government Ministers were “bury[ing] their heads in the sand”, and 

reiterated Labour’s calls for the creation of a National Education Service. Kevin Courtney, Joint 

Secretary of the National Education Union, added that given the real-terms pay cuts teachers have 

experienced “It is no surprise” they were leaving the profession. 

 

Whilst the retention levels were lowest in London, the East Midlands and North East both reported 

losing 26 per cent of staff within the first five years of qualifying. Nationally, NQTs from secondary 

schools were less likely to stay in the profession than those in primary or special schools and the 

subject with the lowest retention rate was modern foreign languages. A spokesperson for the 

Department for Education said that the Secretary of State had made it his “top priority” to improve 

teacher retention, adding that there are more than 450,000 teachers in the classroom, 11,900 more 

than in 2011. 

 

This news will interest ACP given it is calling for additional teaching training. Teacher retention 

is vital for improving overall education levels, including attainment, care and support for young 

people with SEND. Teacher training is most useful for those teachers remaining in the 

profession. 

 

SEND cuts ‘breaking’ nursery schools 

Funding to support some of the most vulnerable children in the education system is being cut, 

according to research released by Early Education, a profession association for early years nursery 

schools. Figures indicate that one in six maintained nursery schools got no extra funding for children 

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2018/oct/04/teacher-crisis-hits-london-as-nearly-half-quit-within-five-years
https://www.tes.com/news/exclusive-send-cuts-breaking-nursery-schools
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with special education needs or disabilities, despite having children eligible for SEND support and 

additional funding via education, health and care plans. 

 

More than a third of the 128 schools surveyed reported that less funding had been available since 

April 2017 or that they had pupils whose increased funding did not match their increased hours. One 

nursery reported that they were at “breaking point”. Beatrice Merrick, Chief Executive of Early 

Education, said that “schools are having to meet the needs of children with SEND with less funding 

tan they used to be able to access”. Maintained nursey schools are widely seen as a canary in the 

coal mine for the education service, because of the high concentration of children with SEND. 

Whereas schools for older pupils have a notion SEND budget, which is used to pay for up to £6,000 

of support per child, but early years providers do not – meaning that they must use their core budget 

and request a top-up from their authority. 

 

These figures come just weeks after the National Association of Head Teachers warned that 94 per 

cent of headteachers were funding it more difficult to resource SEND provision than they had done 

two years ago. Anntoinette Bramble, Chair of the Local Government Association’s Children and Young 

People Board, said “We have been clear all along that the government needs to provide significant, 

ongoing and sustainable funding to help council manage their rising demand in support from pupils”. 

In response, the Department for Education highlighted that a record high of £6 billion was being spend 

on high-needs funding for children with SEND. 

 

This news will interest ACP, given the early intervention is key for supporting young people 

with cerebral palsy.  We will follow up on our invitation for a Department for Education minister 

to meet with us to discuss ACP’s concerns. 


