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Action Cerebral Palsy 

Political & Parliamentary Monitoring – Week commencing 4th 

December 2017 
 

This week, a study has been published indicating that administration of antenatal magnesium sulphate 

can help to prevent cerebral palsy in premature babies. The Government has confirmed the date of 

the Spring Statement, and Labour has requested that parliamentary time be allocated to debate 

Accountable Care Organisations (ACOs). 

Study published on prevention of cerebral palsy with magnesium 

sulphate 

Researchers from the UK, US, Australia, New Zealand and France have published a study suggesting 

that giving magnesium sulphate to pregnant women at risk of premature birth can reduce the risk of 

cerebral palsy in babies. The study looked at 5,493 women who were at risk of giving birth early and 

were given either magnesium sulphate or a control treatment, primarily to provide a “neuroprotective 

benefit” for the babies. The researchers found that “For cerebral palsy in survivors, magnesium 

sulphate treatment had a strong protective effect”, although there were no other benefits seen. It was 

concluded that “Widespread adoption worldwide of this relatively inexpensive, easy-to-administer 

treatment would lead to important global health benefits for infants born preterm.” 

Labour calls for parliamentary debate on ACOs 

Labour has tabled an Early Day Motion (EDM) calling for the Government to grant parliamentary time 

to debate the introduction of Accountable Care Organisations (ACOs), which are intended to be the 

next step on from STPs and Accountable Care Systems (ACSs). The EDM – a type of parliamentary 

motion stating an opinion of the members supporting it, but which does not necessitate a government 

response – references a consultation which the Government published earlier this year which 

proposed changes which would facilitate the regulations needed for ACOs. The motion also states 

that “these changes will have far reaching implications for commissioning in the NHS, and that 

concerns have been raised that Accountable Care Organisations will encourage and facilitate further 

private sector involvement in the NHS, and about how the new organisations will be accountable to 

the public”.  

 

The EDM was accompanied by a letter from the shadow health secretary, Jonathan Ashworth to the 

Leader of the House of Commons, Andrea Leadsom, calling for parliamentary time to be allocated to 

the issue. The letter argued that “the Government has been reluctant to put details of the new 

http://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002398
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2017-19/660
https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/accountable-care-organisations-explained
http://press.labour.org.uk/post/168283329014/labour-demand-commons-debate-on-controversial-new
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arrangements into the public domain. It’s essential that the decision around whether to introduce 

ACOs into the NHS is taken in public, with a full debate and vote in Parliament.” 

Spring Statement date confirmed 

The Chancellor has confirmed that the first Spring Statement will be made on 13th March 2018. It will 

be the first financial Statement (rather than a Budget) which the Government has made since the 

Autumn Statement 2016, when it was announced that the Autumn Budget would become the only 

major fiscal event of the year from 2017. The Spring Statement will be used to respond to the Office 

for Budget Responsibility’s financial forecasts rather than making financial policy announcements. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/spring-statement-2018-date-confirmed

