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The Government yesterday published 24 Brexit planning papers, outlining how different sectors of the 

economy should prepare for any ‘no deal’ between the U.K. and the E.U. Although the Government 

says that reaching no agreement is unlikely, there are only two months to go until the final EU Summit 

at which either the two sides will formally commit to an agreement, or a ‘no deal’ with be triggered.  

 

The guidance includes instructions for business and information about medicines and medical 

devices. Pharmaceutical firms are already stockpiling supplies, in part because of the concern that 

importing the raw materials required to make the products will take longer and become more 

expensive. After March 2019, the official leave date, the U.K. will continue to recognise devices 

approved for the EU market and CE-marked. The U.K. will also comply with all key elements of the 

Medical Devices Regulations. 

 

In another Brexit development, the government has made doctors and nurses exempt from the UK 

Tier 2 visa cap. The Tier 2 visa, which has had an annual cap of 20,700 individuals, was introduced 

at its current level in 2011 in order to control to flow of immigration. The Tier 2 visa is used by those 

who have been offered a skilled job in UK but are from outside the European Economic Area. In recent 

months the number of applications has exceeded the monthly allocation of available places. There 

will no longer be any restrictions on the numbers of doctors and nurses who can be employed via the 

Tier 2 method. 

 

The news of stockpiling of some drugs may be of concern to ACP, as the ramifications of not having 

enough medicine, and the subsequent delays to treatment, could impact on hundreds of thousands of 

patients. At the same time, ACP will welcome the developments on immigration reform, which will help 

alleviate the unprecedented strain on the health service. 

 

Whitehouse will continue to monitor Brexit developments, including reaction from the health 

industries and pharmaceutical sector. 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-medicines-medical-devices-and-clinical-trials-would-be-regulated-if-theres-no-brexit-deal/how-medicines-medical-devices-and-clinical-trials-would-be-regulated-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
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Overview  

• Schools face new budget squeeze 

• One in five teachers have been witness to ‘off rolling’ 

• GP surgeries haemorrhaging staff 

 

Schools face fresh budget squeeze after government funding delay 

Schools in England face fresh budget pressures after the government deferred plans to impose new 

funding rules designed to help pupils in the most deprived part of the country. The Education & Skills 

Funding Agency said local authorities would continue to be responsible for distributing the money 

allocated under the rules of its ‘national funding formula’ (NFF) for two more years. 

 

Some local authorities have brought their funding allocation in line with the government’s NFF rules 

but a number have still not increased grants for each pupil to the required level. The deferral means 

that some schools will now need to rapidly modify their budgets. Some face the prospect of reduced 

income and higher operating costs, as Health Ministershave also announced that lower-paid teachers 

would see their pay rise by as much as 3.5 per cent.  

 

The NFF was introduced as a way to allocate funding across the country in a more equitable way 

based on a wider range of updated data, designed to better support a greater variety of pupils. The 

decision to delay the distribution of extra money that some schools had expected to receive more 

rapidly has caused disruption and angst amongst many. Kat Pugh, head of St Marylebone School, 

said the deferral “throws all sounds financial planning for schools out of the window.” 

 

This news will interest ACP, given that the national funding formulae is designed for schools and 

students the government considers ‘high needs’. High needs funding is designed for children and 

young people with special educational needs or disabilities who need extra support at school, college 

or in alternative provision settings. 

 

Whitehouse will continue to monitor education spending, and the impact changes in funding 

formulas on schools at the start of Autumn term. 
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1 in 5 teachers witness off-rolling 

We have reported extensively over the last month about the process of ‘off-rolling’, whereby schools 

exclude pupils in order to improve their exam and league table results. Recently, news has come to 

the fore that schools have been excluding pupils with special educational needs and disabilities 

because their disorders may result in occasional misbehaviour or classroom disruption. Clearly, whilst 

young people with such needs and disabilities are unable to control their actions all of the time, it has 

been found some schools are eager to suspend and exclude those pupils who require additional 

resources and support in order to succeed. This practice, known as ‘off-rolling’ was last week deemed 

illegal as the High Court ruled it contravened the Equality Act 2010. 

 

In the annual teacher survey, 11 per cent of teachers questioned said they had seen it in their current 

school, and another 10 per cent said it had happened at one of their former schools. Another 45 per 

cent of respondents said they had heard of it happening in the system, meaning that overall two-thirds 

of teachers were aware, or had been witness to, the practice. Those most aware of off-rolling worked 

in secondary schools. 

 

Earlier this year, Ofsted announced that it had identified 300 schools with particularly high levels of 

off-rolling where pupils were leaving between Year 10 and taking their GCSEs. It also found another 

2,900 schools that lost some pupils between Years 10 and 11. Around half of the 19,000 pupils who 

left a school between Year 10 and 11 in 2017 did not reappear in the census at another state school. 

Ofsted said the findings from the survey would provide further evidence to present to local authorities 

and Multi-Academy Trusts, in an effort to tackle the issue. 

 

The Children’s Minister, Nadhim Zahawi, has vowed to crack down on schools that are unofficially 

excluding pupils. Speaking before the Commons Education Select Committee shortly before 

Parliament rose for the summer, he said he was concerned about the number of SEND pupils being 

excluded. 

 

Whitehouse will reach out to Ofsted and the Department for Educationto meet and discuss this 

issue and what can be done to ensure that all students get the best support possible at school.  

 

GP surgeries hemorrhaging staff and partners 

The number of GP partners in England fell sharply by 308 from March to June 2018, new figures have 

revealed. GP partner numbers have fallen by 10% since September 2015, whilst the  

 

https://www.tes.com/news/fifth-teachers-have-witnessed-rolling
https://www.gponline.com/general-practice-losing-100-partners-month-official-data-show/article/1491097


 

 

4 

 

 

 

total GP workforce as a whole has shrunk by 4%. In September 2015, former Health Secretary Jeremy 

Hunt said it was him aim to have an addition 5,000 GPs employed nationwide within the lifetime of the 

Parliament, yet since then there has been a drop of over 1,400 GPs. 500 GPs left the profession in 

the March-June period alone. 

 

Chair of the General Practitioners Council, part of the BMA, Dr Richard Vautrey, warned that “GP 

recruitment [is in] crisis” adding that “the situation is in fact getting worse”. The continued decline in 

the number of GPs across the country is placing extreme pressure on practices and on GPs who are 

already working above and beyond to meet growing patient demand.  A combination of rising workload 

and falling pay has led to a marked decline in the number of GPs choosing partnership roles. 

 

The decline in the number of GPs will be of concern ACP. Cerebral palsy already goes undiagnosed 

in too many patients, and making access to GP services harder, as with the lengthy waiting times now 

experienced across the country, there is the real possibility that diagnosing children could become a 

more time-consuming and difficult task for families. 

 

ACP will include reference to current staffing levels in any communication with NHS England 


