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Political & Parliamentary Monitoring – Week commencing 29th 

January 2018 
 

This week, the NHS Confederation has called for the Government to take action to reduce the amount 

the NHS pays out in clinical negligence claims. The Communication Trust is set to lose 95% of its 

funding when a government grant ends, and the former Children’s Minister Edward Timpson has been 

appointed as an adviser to the Children’s Commissioner. The health think tank the King’s Fund has 

published research arguing that public support for the NHS would prevent any efforts to privatise it, 

and Justine Greening has given her first interview since resigning as Education Secretary. 
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Parliamentary questions answered on EHC provision for children 

with cerebral palsy 

Two written questions tabled by Gavin Robinson MP on data on children with cerebral palsy in schools 

have been answered by the Department for Education. The questions were: 

 

• To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what information his Department holds on the 

number of children and young people with special educational needs who have cerebral palsy. 

• To ask the Secretary of State for Education, how many children and young people have 

cerebral palsy listed as a condition in their Education, Health and Care plan. 

 

These were answered along with a broader question on the procedures the Department has in place 

to “ensure that all children who (a) are entitled to an education, health and care assessment receive 

one and (b) receive an education, health and care plan receive the provision that plan stipulates from 

their local authority.” 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-01-30/125572/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-01-30/125575/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-01-30/125577/
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The answers – which have not yet been published and were passed to us by Gavin Robinson’s office 

– stated that this level of data is not collected on children and young people’s types of needs, with the 

annual School Census recording information on pupils with a statement of SEN or EHC plan and 

categorising their primary type of need into 12 categories. These include physical disabilities, hearing 

or visual impairments, speech and language needs, and the different severities of learning difficulties. 

Last year’s report on special educational needs in England from the Department can be found here. 

 

Two further questions have been tabled by the MP John McNally, which have yet to be answered: 

 

• To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what steps his Department is taking 

to support the implementation of the NICE Quality Standard on cerebral palsy in children and 

young people. 

• To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, what assessment his Department 

has made of the potential merits of introducing a national cerebral palsy register to record 

incidences of the condition and improve the provision of treatment for people affected. 

 

NHS Confederation calls for action on clinical negligence claims 

The NHS Confederation – which represents NHS and health professionals – and the Academy of 

Medical Royal Colleges, British Medical Association, Medical Defence Union and other organisations 

have signed a letter calling on the Justice Secretary to reform how the compensation awarded under 

clinical negligence claims is calculated. The letter specifically focuses on how the discount rate for the 

claims is set, as this was changed from +2.5% to -0.75% last year, which increases the amount that 

claimants are awarded for future care costs and compensation of earnings. It states that clinical 

negligence claims cost the NHS £1.7 billion last year, equating to 1.5% of the NHS budget.  

 

The signatories acknowledge that “there must be reasonable compensation for patients harmed 

through clinical negligence, but this needs to be balanced against society’s ability to pay.” The letter 

further welcomes the Ministry of Justice’s decision to consult on proposals to reform the discount rate, 

and calls for the changes to be implemented either in the Civil Liability Bill or in a single purpose bill.  

The Communication Trust to lose 95% of its funding 

The Communication Trust, a coalition of more than 50 not-for-profit organisations providing resources, 

training and information on speech, language and communication needs, has announced it will lose 

95% of its funding because its government grant will end in March. The grant was worth approximately 

£650,000 and will force the organisation to reduce its provision to a skeleton service unless alternative 

funding is found. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/633031/SFR37_2017_Main_Text.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-02-01/126175/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-02-01/126176/
http://www.nhsconfed.org/-/media/Confederation/Files/Public-Affairs/Co-signatories-letter-to-The-Lord-Chancellor-29th-January-2018.pdf?la=en&hash=9ACFCBC7DDFD9A727C3787334F017AA590F287EA
https://www.tes.com/news/school-news/breaking-news/alarm-over-dramatic-funding-cut-speech-and-language-charity
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The director of the trust, Octavia Holland, said the Department for Education had said there may be 

other funding made available for speech, language and communication needs in 2019, but this isn’t 

certain. Holland said “We are still hopeful we might get a small amount of funding to keep some things 

going but there is no way it would be anything like we provide at the moment.”  

Edward Timpson appointed as Children’s Commissioner adviser 

The former Children’s Minister Edward Timpson, who lost his seat at the last general election, has 

been appointed as a part-time adviser to the Children’s Commissioner Anne Longfield. Timpson will 

advise Longfield on how her powers can be used to promote and protect children and young people, 

as well as what the priority issues and challenges are for children, families and the sector. As a former 

minister, Timpson had to seek approval for the appointment from the Advisory Committee on Business 

Appointments and cannot lobby the Government on issues relating to the role for the two years from 

his last day in ministerial office. 

King’s Fund: public support will prevent NHS privatisation 

A report by the think tank the King’s Fund has argued that the NHS is not at risk of being turned into 

a US-style private system, as public support for its current funding model is too strong to allow for a 

change. The King’s Fund analysed 34 years of data from the British Social Attitudes survey which 

reflected consistently high levels of support among the public for the NHS, suggesting that “for anyone 

in politics who was trying to privatise the funding of the NHS, it would be an act of political suicide.” 

The report follows repeated claims from NHS campaigners and some Labour Party members that the 

current reductions in NHS funding are a pretext for the Government to replace the NHS with a US-

style insurance-based health system. 

Justine Greening gives first interview since leaving government 

Justine Greening has given her first interview since leaving government this week, describing the 

“privilege” of being Education Secretary and emphasising her passion to continue working to improve 

social mobility and equality of opportunity. Greening was interviewed by the Today programme and 

refused to be drawn on what she discussed with the Prime Minister on the day of the reshuffle, only 

saying that she was reluctant to take on a fourth cabinet role and government department rather than 

continuing her work on social mobility. While Education Secretary, Greening created 12 ‘Opportunity 

Areas’ with poor social mobility and struggling schools, and was thought to have been at odds with 

Theresa May by opposing the creation of new grammar schools.  

https://www.cypnow.co.uk/cyp/news/2004845/timpson-takes-up-childrens-commissioner-advisory-role
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/feb/01/nhs-privatisation-would-be-political-suicide-says-thinktank
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/i-found-it-a-privilege-greening-gives-first-interview-since-reshuffle/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/plans-launched-to-drive-social-mobility-in-opportunity-areas
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/plans-launched-to-drive-social-mobility-in-opportunity-areas

