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This week, Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn has set out his support for the UK remaining in a permanent 

customs union with the EU after Brexit. This would be different to being in the customs union which 

the UK is currently part of through the EU, and would enable the UK to not have any tariffs with Europe 

or a hard border between Northern Ireland and the Republic. Labour’s position could cause difficulties 

for the Government by tempting pro-Remain Conservative MPs to rebel against the Government 

during the negotiation process. 
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NHS paid £350 million in compensation in 2015/16 

Freedom of Information requests by the Association of Personal Injury Lawyers have highlighted that 

£350 million was paid out for cerebral palsy compensation in 2015/16, making it the second largest 

area for injury compensation. The figures showed that a total of £1.2 billion was paid out in 

compensation to 7,000 patients last year, with a 16% increase in the number of claims from the 

previous year. £397 million was also paid out to make up for delays to treatment and diagnosis. 

 

The president of the Association of Personal Injury Lawyers, Brett Dixon, said that while the NHS will 

understandably make mistakes, “The process of a compensation claim could be made more efficient 

in some cases and save the NHS money but it must overhaul its defensive and obstructive approach 

toward injured patients." 

Special school pupils travel three times further to school 

A report by a think tank, the Education Policy Institute, has warned that pupils in special schools travel 

much further distances to school than their mainstream peers, with the distance increasing in rural 

areas to an extent that may be “insurmountable”. The research found that special needs pupils travel 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-43189878
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/5694501/nhs-forced-to-pay-out-1-2billion-in-compensation-to-7000-patients-after-botched-care/
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/special-school-pupils-travel-three-times-further-to-school/
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an average of 2.5 miles to school in urban conurbations; 2.9 miles in urban cities and towns; 6.7 miles 

in rural towns; and 10.1 miles in rural villages.  

 

The director of Whole School SEND, Simon Knight, also warned that children do not always travel to 

the closest special school to them if it is not appropriate, meaning that many children have to “travel 

extraordinary distances to get to a suitable school.” Knight warned that if children are facing this, they 

must be travelling with staff who “have suitable training in order to ensure that the journey does not 

impact negatively on the child. Some children will be spending close to 400 hours a year being 

transported. The least we should expect is a statutory requirement for all staff to be well trained to 

work with the particular children in their care.” 

Labour urges government to plug funding gap for children’s 

services 

The Shadow Chancellor, John McDonnell, has called for additional funding to be directed to children’s 

services, given that predictions from the Local Government Association estimate that annual spending 

on these services will increase by £2 billion of the next three years. McDonnell warned that the 

Government has "no understanding whatsoever of the crisis created by the cuts of the past eight years 

and their impact on local government", or of the scale of the problems facing children’s services. These 

include a substantial increase in the number of children being referred to social care, which increased 

by 3.97% from the previous year in 2016/17. 

 

Responding to the accusation, the Chief Secretary to the Treasury, Liz Truss said "Labour has to 

acknowledge that this is not just about the money we spend but the way we spend it. The reality is 

that if the entire focus is on the level of spending rather than what we are doing, we end up with the 

situation that occurred in 2010 - vast increases in spending and services actually getting worse." 

Chief Executive of the King’s Fund to step down 

The Chief Executive of the King’s Fund, Professor Chris Ham, has announced he will step down by 

the end of this year. Professor Ham has been in the position since 2010, before which he worked for 

the Department of Health and World Health Organisation. The Chair of the Fund’s board of trustees, 

Sir Christopher Kelly, said “Under his leadership, the Fund has grown in influence and become a 

stronger organisation. He will leave it in very good health and will be greatly missed by his colleagues.”  

Satisfaction with GP services at record low 

Data from the British Social Attitudes survey has shown that satisfaction with GP services has fallen 

to the lowest level since data started being collected in 1983. Satisfaction with GP services fell to 65% 

https://www.cypnow.co.uk/cyp/news/2004977/labour-urges-government-to-tackle-gbp2bn-childrens-services-funding-crisis
https://www.hsj.co.uk/policy-and-regulation/kings-fund-chief-executive-announces-departure/7021829.article
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-43213896
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in 2017 from 72% in 2016, although people were more satisfied with the care given by their GPs than 

with GP waiting times. The Deputy Chief Executive of NHS Providers, Saffron Cordery, said the 

findings are “deeply worrying. The shift in public mood has been a long time coming.” Meanwhile, the 

Chief Executive of the RCN, Janet Davies, warned that “Ministers must act urgently on public concerns 

over NHS understaffing. The shortages are beginning to bite and that is reflected in this research.”  

 

http://nhsproviders.org/news-blogs/news/fall-in-public-satisfaction-is-deeply-worrying
https://www.rcn.org.uk/news-and-events/news/ministers-must-act-urgently-on-public-concerns-over-nhs-staffing

