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The annual survey of professions by polling company, IPSOS Mori, has found that nursing is the most 

trusted profession amongst the public, outranking doctors, judges and the police. Headline figures 

from Mori show that 94 per cent of people would generally trust nurses to tell the truth, up on the 

results recorded last year for the profession. Nurses rank just above doctors when it comes to trust, 

with 91 per cent of those who took part in the face-to-face survey saying they would trust a doctor to 

be truthful. 

 

The survey, officially called the Veracity Index, provides results based on the differing education levels 

across the population. However, nursing is one of the few professions which is trusted by people 

regardless of their educational background. In contrast, the survey showed politicians and journalists 

continue to be the least trusted professions, with just 17 per cent of those surveyed having faith in 

politicians to, in general, tell the truth. Trust in priests and the clergy continues to plummet. They were 

the most trusted profession in 1983, but this year just 65 per cent said they trust them to tell the truth.  

 

Teachers also fared well in the annual survey, being recognised as the third most trusted profession 

in Britain. 89 per cent of people “generally trust” teachers to tell the truth – a 2 percentage point rise 

on last year. Trust in teachers is seen as crucial for success, with theories evolving in recent years 

that if Ministers and politicians listened to the demand of teachers more closely, the success of pupils 

would inevitably rise. 

 

Commenting on the survey results, Gideon Skinner, Head of Political Polling at Ipsos MORI, 

highlighted that trust in nursing had remained consistently high, saying “doctors, nurses and teachers 

have consistently been near the top [of the table].” General Secretary and Chief Executive of the Royal 

College of Nursing, Janet Davies, said the top ranking for nurses was “well-deserved” and urged the 

government to take note, adding “it is time the political establishment caught up with the rest of the 

public and realised just how trusted and valued nursing staff are.” 

 

“The public is on the side of nurses, as they know nurses are on theirs – ministers would do well to 

remember that in the months to come,” Ms Davies added.  

https://www.nursingtimes.net/news/reviews-and-reports/nurses-still-outrank-doctors-as-most-trusted-profession/7022341.article
https://www.theguardian.com/teacher-network/2017/aug/09/worlds-best-school-system-trust-teachers-education-finland
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Overview 

• Workload fears over new SEND assessment 

• Councils spent £160 million on school transport for children with special educational needs 

• SEND experts call for ‘national Education Health and Care Plan template’ for pupils 

Workload fears over new SEND assessment 

P scales, which have been used to assess pupils with complex needs, will make way for seven new 

‘aspects of engagement’ under plans to reform statutory assessments for primary pupils with complex 

disabilities, despite dears over workload, it has been announced. An official evaluation of the pilots 

had found the workload involved had been “challenging” for schools.  

 

The new assessment approach was recommended by the Rochford Review, which suggested 

creating a statutory duty on schools to assess pupils with complex needs on responsiveness, curiosity, 

discovery, anticipation, persistence, initiation and investigation. The approach was piloted in a project 

designed to explore the use of the seven aspects of engagement as a method of summative learning, 

and ran in 55 schools over the first half of 2018. 

 

Concerningly, the evaluation of the pilot found that many schools struggled with the “workload 

associated with implementing the seven aspects approach”, adding that some had raised concerns 

about they would manage workload if it became statutory for them to use the approach to assess all 

appropriate pupils, rather than the small cohort covered by the pilot. In total, around 7,000 pupils in 

primary schools have such complex needs that it is inappropriate to measure their attainment with 

national curriculum tests. 

 

Nick Gibb, Minister for School Standards, said that the new standards represent a “significant 

milestone in the drive to make sure every child – even those with the most complex needs – receives 

the highest standard of education and care.” An expert group is now due to define the approach based 

on the findings of the pilot, ready for introduction in all state-funded schools from 2020. 

 

Whitehouse will continue to monitor the development of the new ‘aspects of engagement’ 

plans, including amendments based on the feedback from the report.  
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Councils spent £160 million on school transport for children with special 

educational needs 

A survey by the County Councils Network (CCN) has found that total spending on transport for pupils 

with SEND in 2017-18 was more than £323 million across 36 county authorities in England, with over 

£166 million earmarked for private taxis and minibuses for pupils with special educational needs. The 

figures come as England’s county councils are warning that rising demand SEND services is “creating 

budget risks” for local authorities.  

 

Many children have to travel long distances to attend an appropriate school, and Councils are now 

warning that there is inadequate funding from central government to meet the growing demand, as 

well as recognition of the fact that as the number of specialist schools has been streamlined, some 

children are having to travel further for school and thus need additional support from local authorities. 

 

The news that councils are calling for additional support from central government comes at a time 

when some families are bringing legal action against the Government, accusing ministers of failing to 

provide adequate funding for children with special needs. For many authorities, expenditure on private 

hire vehicles makes up the bulk of their SEND transport costs. Kent County Council, which is on the 

largest in the country, has the biggest spend on taxis and private hire, spending a total of £22.7 million 

– out of a total transport budget of £24.9 million - on their services. 

 

In response to the survey, the Shadow Education Secretary, Angela Rayner, said that, following cuts 

“the system for supporting children has been completely devastated.” In response, a Government 

spokesperson added that “the Government will provide £90.7 billion over the next two years to help 

them meet the needs of their residents which includes providing this transport for children and young 

people with SEND.” 

 

This survey of local authorities will be of interest to ACP. When pupils with SEND cannot get 

to specialist schools, they are often given support at their local maintained school, which do 

not always offer the same in-dept support. 

 

SEND experts call for ‘national Education Health and Care Plan 

template’ for pupils 

The Government should issue a national Education Health and Care Plan template so local authorities 

can properly meet their legal obligations to pupils with special educational needs, MPs have been told. 

https://schoolsweek.co.uk/send-experts-call-for-national-education-health-and-care-plan-template-for-pupils/
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Local authorities have drawn up EHCPs in different ways, so that many pupils aren’t getting the sport 

they need, MPs on the House of Commons Education Select Committee heard this week 

 

Dame Christine Lenehan, Director of the Council for Disabled Children, warned that some crucial 

section of EHCPs are being missed out by local authorities. The new EHCPs replaced statements in 

2014 and were supposed to provide more holistic SEND support for young people up to the age of 

25. But some councils are guilty of “poor practice”, said Lenehan, including missing out section on 

pupils’ needs. 

 

The Director at the Alliance for Inclusive Education, Tara Wood, backed the idea of a template, but 

added the Government must make clear all EHCP provision should be delivered first and foremost in 

mainstream schools, not just in special schools. Ms. Wood added that the special educational needs 

Code of Practice for schools with students to support also needed to made clearer. Last year, Ofsted 

warned that children categorised as needing “SEN support” – rather than a formal EHCP – are more 

likely to have their needs overlooked, be excluded, and achieve less well than those with a legally 

binding EHCP. 

 

ACP will be interested by this report and the evidence given to the Education Select Committee. 

Where EHCP’s are not properly registered, or where information is lacking, pupils could get 

less access to specialist provision. Additionally, where EHCP’s are linked to financial support 

for parents and carers, some families may miss out on financial assistance. 

 


