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A public health expert has revealed that historically ingrained health inequalities in England won’t be 

reversed by measured in the long-term plan, which require bigger “political and societal” interventions. 

Professor Nicholas Steel, an expert in healthcare and health inequalities at the University of East 

Anglia, told the Health Service Journal that, whilst increasing the allocation of funding to areas with 

high health inequalities is welcome, “clearly it’s not going to make those inequalities go away”. 

 

Professor Steel has a long history of contributing to NHS funding debates, and his work on the Global 

Burden of Disease, published in the Lancet, was used as a base in the long-term plan’s analysis on 

inequalities. His research has found that the leading causes of ill health and early death, including 

smoking, obesity, diabetes and alcohol, were all priorities within the long-term plan. 

 

However, Professor Steel has said that the NHS itself can only have a limited impact, and is “picking 

up the pieces of a broader societal problem”. Instead, Professor Steel claims that many of the health 

priorities now coming to the fore are environmental problems that require political and societal ways 

to address them.  

 

Whilst it’s important to note issues associated with smoking, obesity, diabetes and alcohol, 

Professor Steel’s argument about health inequalities more widely is something Action Cerebral 

Palsy will be familiar with. Depending on financial circumstance, the area a child or family lives, 

or the funding available from local authorities, children may risk ‘losing out’ on medical and 

financial support.  

 

This argument regarding health inequalities supports Action Cerebral Palsy’s call for a single 

national pathway of care – guaranteeing every child the quality medical support they need.  

 

 

Overview 

• Ofsted to scrap high-needs inspection category 

• Electrical stimulation eases swallowing difficulties 

• Heads to tackle off-rolling 
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Ofsted set to scrap high-needs inspection category 

Provision for learners with special educational needs and disabilities in further education is set to be 

considered alongside that for other learners in Ofsted’s new inspection framework, it has been 

announced. Currently. ‘provision for learners with high needs’ is a separate category of provision in 

inspection reports, but under proposals sent out for consultation today, this category will be scrapped. 

 

The proposed new categories for inspection would be ‘education programmes for young people’, 

‘apprenticeships’, and ‘adult learning programmes’. Reacting to the announcement, Clare Howard, 

the Chief Executive of the Association of National Specialist Colleges said that, while the organisation 

broadly welcomed the changes in the new inspection framework, it was not happy about the removal 

of the high-needs category. 

 

Ms Howard said that she was “very disappointed” to see the proposed removal of the separate high 

needs judgement, adding that “we do not believe that including SEN as a whole throughout other 

sections within the inspection will lead to a sufficiently detailed commentary in line with that currently 

required by the separate judgement”. 

 

In response, Paul Joyce, Ofsted’s Deputy-Director for Further Education and Skills said the proposed 

aimed to stop learners with SEND or high-needs being “marginalised or isolated” in inspection reports, 

adding that Ofsted was attempting to create a system which better focuses on special educational 

needs. 

 

ACP will be interested by the news that Ofsted intends to consider provision for learners with 

special educational needs and disabilities in further education alongside that for other 

learners, especially given its pledge to improve cerebral palsy specific awareness in the 

education system. Whitehouse will work with ACP to prepare a response to the consultation 

mentioned. 

 

Electrical stimulation alleviates swallowing difficulties in children with 

cerebral palsy, study shows 

A new study examining sensory-level electrical stimulation in children with cerebral palsy has found 

that stimulation may be useful and safe for alleviating dysphagia and difficulty swallowing. Dysphagia 

is common among children with cerebral palsy. In addition to learning how to perform specific 

swallowing movements, treatments for dysphagia usually involved strengthening mouth and throat 

muscles through exercises as well as dietary changes. 

https://www.tes.com/news/ofsted-set-scrap-high-needs-inspection-category
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs13760-018-01071-6
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However, the new study, published worldwide, has shown that electrical stimulation can improve the 

oral phase of swallowing. Researchers at the University of Health Sciences in Ankara, Turkey, applied 

stimulation to muscles involved in chewing and located in the mandible, for a period of 30 minutes a 

day for five days a week. A significant difference in dysphagia levels was observed in the group which 

had received a stimulant. 

 

Based on these results, researchers think sensory-level electrical stimulation can bs used to treat 

children with cerebral palsy who have oropharyngeal dysphagia symptoms without causing discomfort 

or health risks. The researchers are now expected to examine the long-term effects of sensory-level 

electrical stimulation in children with the condition. 

 

Some NHS Trusts provide ‘Functional Electrical Stimulation’ (FES) for those with cerebral 

palsy, although this is usually targeted at improving muscles associated with movement and 

mobility to improve walking, and not swallowing. With this in mind, this study will be of great 

interest to both ACP and other healthcare professionals.  

 

Head teachers pledge to work together to end off-rolling  

The President of the Chartered College of Teaching, Stephen Munday, has said that school leaders 

need to work together and challenge each other to end off-rolling. Speaking ahead of a launch of a 

new code, the Framework for Ethical Leadership in Education, designed to tackle such problems, Mr 

Murray said off-rolling was neither “right or acceptable”. 

 

Mr Munday said the new framework, which headteachers will be invited to sign, will promote working 

together and encourage staff to hold each other to account. Such discussion, Mr Munday claims, 

would be “healthy”, as it allow teachers in different schools and communities to challenge each other 

and ensure schools are meeting a minimum level of support. 

 

Action Cerebral Palsy will welcome this news from leading Head Teachers that many intend to 

work together to reduce the off-rolling rate. The new Framework will focus on improving Trust, 

Wisdom, Kindness, Courage and Justice within the curriculum and schools more widely. 

 

 

https://www.tes.com/news/exclusive-heads-should-challenge-each-other-end-rolling

