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Headteachers and campaigners for children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) 

have reacted with fury to a Government announcement that 16 grammar schools are to split a £50 

million bonus to create new school places. Headteachers and campaigners who have been calling for 

additional investment to support young people special needs called the move “ill-judged” and 

“sickening” at a time when investment in pupil funding is falling. 

 

According to the independent economic think-tank the Institute for Fiscal Studies, per-pupil funding in 

England has fallen by 8 per cent in real terms in 2010. As a result, headteachers are increasingly 

asking parents for cash donations, with some schools cutting support for special education need care 

and support. Dr Mary Bousted, the Joint General Secretary of the National Education Union, said the 

£50 million boost  for grammar schools would benefit very few children.  

 

The news comes just two months after headteachers marched in Westminster to bring attention to the 

grave financial pressures which many now face. Jules White, a headteacher from Sussex and leader 

of Worth Less? funding lobby group, said at the time that schools deserved better funding. In response, 

the Government has said that the funding for the 16 grammar schools will include a pledge to open 

up more spaces for pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds. 

 

Overview 

• Number of children with cerebral palsy in Australia on the decline 

• Ofsted condemns ‘disjointed’ special educational needs provision 

• Australian cerebral palsy guide for GPs launched 

Australia’s cerebral palsy rate drops by almost 30 per cent  

The number of Australian children with cerebral palsy is on the decline in Australia. One in 700 children 

is born with cerebral palsy today compared with 1 in 500 a decade ago, representing a drop of almost 

30 per cent. The Cerebral Palsy Alliance’s Chair, Professor Nadia Badawi, has said that this fall is, in 

part, because of the rise in survivability and a fall in disability, suggesting that high quality healthcare 

means that young people with the disorder are not seeing it worsen as they get older. 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2018/dec/03/campaigners-criticise-50m-fund-for-grammar-schools-expansion
https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/national/australias-cerebral-palsy-rate-drops-almost-30-per-cent/video/d25cd38a43a90ab15269b6deba41fba4


 

 

2 

Speaking to the Australian press, Professor Badawi described the fall as “extraordinary”, adding that 

without the cerebral palsy register, it would have been impossible to grasp how successful research 

in to the condition had been. Acknowledging that there is a global effort to bring down the rate of 

disabilities in babies, Professor Badawi praised the increase care and support provided to mothers at 

risk of delivering prematurely. Neary half of all babies born with cerebral palsy is born too soon. 

 

Other factors include monitoring for the Cytomegalovirus (CMV), a virus which can damage the 

developing baby and which accounts for ten per cent of all cases of cerebral palsy; and an increase 

in the number of pregnant women given magnesium sulphate as they enter labour, protecting gross 

motor function in infants born preterm. Professor Badawi added that simple policies promoted by the 

Government post-birth, including campaigns to discourage parents from shaking their babies, and 

finding the best quality car seat, had also had a tremendous positive impact. 

 

However, Professor Badawi said that further research was needed if there was one day to be a cure, 

saying that the $2 million grants provided by the federal government in to stem-cell research was the 

beginning of a very exciting stage of new study.  

 

ACP will welcome this great news. Given the tremendous success of the CP Alliance, their 

research could form part of the evidence provided in the Winston Churchill Memorial Trust 

Report. Additionally, it could provide extra examples for the public affairs and public relations 

work undertaken by Whitehouse, including evidence for use in Consultations and when 

meeting with Government Ministers and senior civil servants. 

Ofsted condemns ‘disjointed’ special educational needs provision 

Ofsted, the schools’ watchdog, has delivered a damning indictment of the education of children with 

special educational needs and disabilities. In her second annual report, the Chief Inspector of 

England’s schools, Amanda Spielman, warned that provision for pupils with SEND was often 

“disjointed and inconsistent”, with thousands missing out on vital support.  

 

Her report, which captures the state of education in England, criticised the fact it took too long for 

many young people with special educational needs diagnoses, thus preventing them and their families 

accessing vital support. Her report highlights concerns around the step rise in the number of Education 

and Health Care plans being delayed or refused. In 2017, there were 14,600 refusals by local 

authorities to carry out assessments, a third more than two years earlier. 

 

https://www.rcog.org.uk/globalassets/documents/guidelines/scientific-impact-papers/sip_29.pdf
https://ww.theguarian.com/education/2018/dec/04/thousands-of-hard-to-teach-pupils-removed-from-schools-ofsted
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The report also flagged the growing postcode lottery and disparity in the amount of provision and care 

offered by different local authorities, with a widening gap in performance and outcomes between the 

best and the worst local areas. Of the 68 inspections of SEND sites, there were serious failings in 30. 

Addressing an audience of education professional and policy experts in Westminster at the launch of 

her report, Spielman said that “there are still children who lag behind. Children for whom it seems the 

die is cast, even before entering nursery, and who never catch up in 12 years of schooling.” 

 

Commenting on the report, a spokesperson for the Department for Education, said that the report also 

recognised that England has a “robust education system” where “parents can feel assured that the 

vast majority of schools, early years providers, children’s homes and local authorities provide a high 

level of education and care for young people, regardless of their circumstances.” 

 

This report will be of concern to Action Cerebral Palsy. Given one of the main aims of the 

Winston Churchill Memorial Trust report by ACP will be to improve training opportunities for 

teachers, Whitehouse will re-engage with Ofsted, Ms Spielman, and teacher training agencies, 

in order to identify the next steps in providing tailored cerebral palsy training and support for 

teaching staff. 

 

Cerebral palsy guide to help GPs provide better care for patients 

Australia has introduced a ground-breaking new guide to help general practitioners better understand 

and support patients living with cerebral palsy. The Murdoch Children’s Research Institute’s (MCRI) 

Neurodisability and Rehabilitation Group develop a ‘CP for GP’ resource. Led by the MCRI’s Professor 

Dinah Reddihough, the kit comprises 16 fact sheets covering the different facets associated with 

cerebral palsy care. 

 

Speaking about the factsheets, Professor Reddihough said that “there seemed to be very little 

information about cerebral palsy specifically for GPs, yet the expectation on these practitioners is great 

and their time is limited.” While children with cerebral palsy are typically cared for in Australia by a 

multidisciplinary team of medical, nursing and allied health professional, most families rely on their 

paediatrician to oversee their child’s care and provide information on various health issues associated 

cerebral palsy management. 

 

For adults, there is no equivalent medical specialist, placing additional pressure on general 

practitioners to provide advice. Additionally, many parents who suspect their children have a disability, 

https://www.myvmc.com/news/cerebral-palsy-guide-helps-gps-provide-better-care-for-patients/
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such as cerebral palsy, often turn to their GP for day-to-day support and guidance, making the toolkit 

even more essential. 

 

This new development in Australia highlights the importance of informing parents, GPs and 

political stakeholders about how best to identify cerebral palsy and offer support to young 

people and their parents. If ACP desires, the Whitehouse could work with them to develop a 

similar tool for GPs in the UK. 


