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Action Cerebral Palsy 

Political & Parliamentary Monitoring – Week commencing 23rd 

April 2018 

 

This week the Civil Liabilities Bill received its second reading in the House of Lords and cerebral palsy 

was mentioned on a number of occasions in the chamber, including historic claims. This comes a 

week after a hospital in Ireland has paid an interim settlement for the parents of a boy with cerebral 

palsy. The Irish Times has reported on a couple who had a child in Wexford General Hospital and 

believe that the circumstances of the birth led to the baby’s developing such physical needs. The 

parents say that the money will be spent on the baby’s care. 

 

Overview  

• King’s Fund reports on the rising cost of medicines 

• RCPCH publishes report calling for more healthcare resources to keep children safe 

• CCG risks NHSE intervention over deficit plan 

RCPCH publishes report calling for more healthcare resources to keep 

children safe 

The Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health has published its Facing the Future: Standards for 

Acute General Paediatric Services. It says that more resources are needed for children’s health 

services to prevent doctors from “burning out” and services becoming “more unsafe”. It calls for an 

increase in paediatric consultant presence during peak hours, which are 8 a.m. and 10 p.m., to 

improve hospital care. It found that most wards could not guarantee a consultant would be present, 

even at busy times and called for between 84 and 110 extra consultants to be recruited in Scotland 

over the next five years, considering units were often unable to deliver consultant support and most 

units do not have a “linked consultant pediatrician” for GP practices.  The report calls for the 

Department of Health and Social Care to identify “the barriers to implementing guidelines and 

standards then create an action plan to overcome them”. It says that the Government must commit to 

developing a cross-departmental child health strategy for England by 2019”. 

 

Dr Carol Ewing, RCPCH vice president for health policy, said: "It is down to the sheer dedication of 

our doctors that children are being treated as safely as they possibly can on paediatric wards in the 

UK but the risk of 'burn-out' is all too real." 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2018-04-24/debates/9EE297D1-7EB7-481D-ADAF-70F88B5612F0/CivilLiabilityBill(HL)
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/crime-and-law/courts/high-court/interim-2-5-million-settlement-agreed-for-boy-with-cerebral-palsy-1.3468363
https://www.hsj.co.uk/nhs-hambleton-richmondshire-and-whitby-ccg/ccg-risks-nhs-england-intervention-over-deficit-plan/7022256.article
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/news/more-resource-needed-or-we%E2%80%99ll-%E2%80%98burn-out%E2%80%99-and-services-will-become-more-unsafe-say-children%E2%80%99s-do
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We will continue to monitor for the development of a cross-departmental child health strategy 

for England and seek ways in which to engage.  

 

King’s Fund reports on the rising cost of medicines 

The King’s Fund has published a report entitled The rising cost of medicines to the NHS: what’s the 

story? in which it reviews how much the NHS spends on different kinds of medicines and the impact 

of the Pharmaceutical Price Regulation Scheme, as well as predicts likely medicine price controls 

policymakers are likely to implement in the future. It references NHS England’s OTC consultation and 

it highlights that “policymakers have recently sought to exert greater control over medicines 

expenditure” to handle the growing incompatibility between spending and budget.  

 

The report finds that “NHS spending on medicines in England has grown from £13 billion in 2010-11 

to £17.4 billion in 2016-17”, which averages a five per cent increase a year. This increase has 

disproportionately impacted the hospital sector, which has seen an average increase of 12 per cent. 

In primary care, the almost doubling of prescription items provided to patients in the decade to 2016 

has been offset by a nearly 25 per cent reduction in the average cost of prescription. It concludes that 

“Without a new funding settlement for the NHS, policy-makers are likely to face increasingly difficult 

choices. There is a risk of returning to the position of the 1990s, when funding pressures led to 

widespread concern about patients’ access to medicines.” 

 

CCG risks NHSE intervention over deficit plan 

HSJ has reported that Hambleton, Richmondshire and Whitby CCG held an extraordinary board 

meeting this week, as it realised that it will not meet its breakeven control total for 2018-2019. It faces 

a £4 million deficit, which might result in action by NHS England. The CCG had an allocation of £186m 

for 2017-18, which will rise to £188m this year, according to the latest NHSE figures. It had a forecast 

outturn deficit of £6.7 million for 2017-18, having ended the previous three years in surplus. The CCG’s 

breakeven control total means that it is not eligible for any commissioner sustainability funding. 

 

A spokeswoman for the CCG said: “The governing body confirmed that the CCG will be submitting a 

deficit plan for 2018-19 of £4.05 million. The plan does not meet the requirement to breakeven and 

there will therefore need to be further discussion with NHS England on the next steps.” 

 

https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/rising-cost-medicines-nhs
https://www.hsj.co.uk/nhs-hambleton-richmondshire-and-whitby-ccg/ccg-risks-nhs-england-intervention-over-deficit-plan/7022256.article
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This news further demonstrates the extent of the financial constraints some CCGs are findings 

themselves in. It is important that the ACP continues its engagement in this area to highlight 

the long-term financial cost savings of identifying and intervening in suspected cases of 

cerebral palsy. 


