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This week, the Chancellor has delivered his Spring Statement to Parliament, and the Government has 

announced a review into outcomes for children with additional needs. The Royal College of Paediatrics 

and Child Health has been taken over by a new President, Professor Russell Viner, and the Education 

Policy Institute has published a report on school funding pressures in England. 
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Chancellor delivers Spring Statement 

The Chancellor presented the Spring Statement to Parliament this week, in which he confirmed 

expectations that the UK economy is set to grow more strongly than predicted in 2018 with improved 

public finances. According to the Chancellor, the Office for Budget Responsibility (OBR) has forecast 

more jobs, rising real wages, a falling deficit and shrinking debt in the coming years through to 2022. 

Despite this the Chancellor acknowledged that he was hesitant to increase public spending. Instead 

he suggested that possible public spending increases could be delivered in the Autumn 2018 Budget, 

provided public finances continue to reflect the outlined projections presented.  

 

The Shadow Chancellor, John McDonnell, accused the Government of “astounding complacency” and 

failing to address the “crisis on a scale we have never seen before” in the UK’s public services. He 

added that the Government should end the politics of austerity and that “austerity was a political choice 

not an economic necessity”.  

 

While the speech did not contain significant policy announcements, the Chancellor did announce that 

London would receive an additional £1.7 billion to deliver 26,000 affordable homes – including homes 

for social rent, aiming to take the total number to more than 116,000 by the end of 2021/22. He also 

set out a number of future consultations on proposed policies including a new VAT collection 

mechanism, and a plan to end the practice of late payments for firms – something which is particularly 

damaging for small businesses. Hammond did not release more funding for the NHS, instead claiming 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2018-03-13/debates/CB15DC39-DCB5-4290-9045-73BFCFEDAC16/SpringStatement
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there will be more pay for NHS staff if management and workers reach a deal on a pay agreement by 

the time of the next budget in the autumn. This will continue to be a contentious issue for the 

Government with increasing pressure to alleviate the NHS’s significant budget restraints.  

Government to review outcomes for children with additional needs 

The Government has announced that the former Children’s Minister, Edward Timpson, will carry out 

a review into school exclusions and provision for children with additional needs to understand what 

can be done to improve the experiences for these children. The review will cover children with special 

educational needs, autism and children in care, and will be accompanied by a £4 million fund to 

progress steps to help children with additional needs move from alternative provision back into 

mainstream education or into special schools.  

 

The Government stated when announcing the review that analysis has shown that these Children in 

Need are “three times more likely to have special educational needs than other children, and this 

compounds poor educational outcomes.” Edward Timpson said, “This review provides a real 

opportunity to fully understand what drives the different rates of exclusion in our schools system and 

the impact it has on the outcomes of children involved.” The Director for the Council for Disabled 

Children, Dame Christine Lenehan, said “We welcome these important announcements on behalf of 

children with special educational needs and their families.” 

New RCPCH President assumes role 

Professor Russell Viner has replaced Professor Neena Modi as the President of the Royal College of 

Paediatrics and Child Health. Professor Viner is an academic paediatrician and adolescent physician 

at the UCL Institute of Child Health and works in paediatric and adolescent diabetes. Writing in the 

British Medical Journal, Professor Viner called for the NHS to prioritise children and young people’s 

health, highlighting that “poor health in childhood leads to reduced workforce participation and 

productivity and lowers national wealth.”  

Education Policy Institute publishes report on school funding 

pressures 

An education think tank, the Education Policy Institute, has published a report on school funding 

pressures in England, based on the changes to school funding introduced by the Government in recent 

years. The report found that the proportion of local authority maintained secondary schools which is 

in deficit has trebled from 8.8% in 2013/14 to 26.1% in 2016/17, while the same figure for local 

authority maintained primary schools was 7.1%.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-action-to-improve-outcomes-for-children-with-additional-needs
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/news/professor-russell-viner-takes-role-rcpch-president
http://www.bmj.com/content/360/bmj.k1116
https://epi.org.uk/publications-and-research/school-funding-pressures/
https://epi.org.uk/publications-and-research/school-funding-pressures/
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The report also concludes that “Funding allocated by the government through its new National Funding 

Formula for schools (NFF), fails to meet pressures on schools budgets produced by this cost alone. 

This is despite the announcement of an extra £1.13 billion in funding for schools by the government 

in July 2017.” It highlights that one of the main pressures on schools is increases to staff pay, and that 

it is quite unlikely that this will be met through school reserves and government funding in the short 

term.  

 

Responding to the report, the Chair of the LGA’s Children and Young People Board, Cllr Richard 

Watts, said, “Councils are clear that the Government should provide additional and ongoing funding 

to meet [high needs], otherwise councils may not be able to meet their statutory duties and children 

with high needs or disabilities could miss out on a mainstream education.” 

https://www.local.gov.uk/about/news/lga-responds-report-school-funding-pressures

