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The Education Secretary, Damian Hinds, has dashed hopes of an increase in school funding. In an 

interview for TES, when questioned about a funding squeeze which some reports say has resulted in 

teachers being made redundant, he avoided committing to extra funding and instead urged schools 

to look at where they could save money. Defending his position, he highlighted that “compared to 20 

years ago we spend considerably more per pupil in schools”. 

 

Research from the Institute for Fiscal Studies has shown that school funding has been cut by 8 per 

cent sine 2010, with reports that pupils are now raising money for their own education. Mr Hinds 

intimated that, because of high expectations, many schools had not realised that spending was 

comparable, “or in many cases higher” than other countries.  

 

Last month the Education Secretary announced a pay increase of between 1.5 and 3.5 per cent for 

teachers and school leaders, but despite claims that this was “fully funded”, the small print revealed 

that, even with the new teachers’ pay grant for schools in place, many institutions would have to find 

the 1 per cent out of their existing budgets. The National Association of Head Teachers has warned 

that schools are no in the position of making “heartbreaking decisions” about where to allocate 

resources. 

 

Asked about when schools may receive extra financial help, Mr. Hinds flagged the Department for 

Education’s new School Resource Management Strategy. The strategy, aimed at school leaders, 

governors and financial officers, highlights how schools can create more efficient finances, by 

reviewing staff structures and reducing unnecessary workloads. The strategy is designed to help 

schools reduce the £10 billion non-staffing spending across England. 

 

Whitehouse will continue to monitor education announcements. When meeting with MPs, we 

ask if they would be willing to direct questions to both the Department for Education and 

Department of Health & Social Care. In the future, we could consider funding as the basis of a 

suggested question. 

 

 

https://www.tes.com/news/exclusive-hinds-offers-schools-no-hope-extra-funding
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2018/aug/14/school-cuts-children-raise-money-own-education
https://www.tes.com/news/exclusive-heartbreak-schools-no-cash-pay-rise
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Overview 

• England facing school places emergency  

• NHS bosses turning to private clinics 

• Largest study to determine link between congenital anomalies and cerebral palsy 

 

England facing school places emergency, say councils 

Parents across England face a severe shortage of secondary school places for their children within 

the next five years, according to council leaders, who say more than 100,000 children could be 

affected. The Local Government Association, representing all councils, said that Government 

restrictions preventing councils from building new schools was making it harder to ensure there was 

a space for every child. 

 

Anntoinette Bramble, Chair of the LGA’s Children and Young People Board, said that the country 

faced “an emergency in secondary school places where the number of pupils is growing at a far faster 

rate than the number of places available.” LGA figures, based on projections released by the 

Department for Education, show that by 2023 more than half of the local authorities in England will be 

unable to meet demand for places. The shortfall of places is expected to be in excess of 130,000. 

 

There are signs that many areas are already struggling to provide places for local young people. In 

Bristol, only 72% of families received their first preference of school place for children starting 

secondary school, whilst in Brighton and Hove 5% of families did not receive any of their preferences. 

In London, competition between local state schools has become increasingly competitive, with the 

number of parents not getting their first or second choice school increasing. 

 

In response, Nick Gibb, Minister of State for School Standards, said that the “vast majority of schools 

were operating with a cumulative surplus” and therefore had the funds to provide extra places. This 

news will interest ACP because those individuals with cerebral palsy who are taught in local 

mainstream schools will undoubtedly see resources stretched, as school face the squeeze of 

increased pupil numbers and tighter budgets. 

 

Whitehouse will continue to monitor education spending, and the implication of population 

changes at both the local and national level. 
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NHS bosses urge hospitals to send patients to private firms  

NHS bosses have urged hospitals to send patients to be treated by private healthcare firms in a bid 

to reduce the increasing number of patients waiting for planned operations. Whilst the move has 

sparked claims that it will waste scarce NHS funding by directing money in to the private sector, it is 

hoped the end result will be shorter and more manageable waiting times. The total number of patients 

in England on the waiting list in June was the highest figure for ten years. 

 

In response to news that many hospitals are finding it impossible to treat 92% of patients within the 

supposed 18-week maximum waiting time, which is one of the NHS’s key performance targets, NHS 

England’s National Director, Matthew Swindell, said that: “Where trusts determine that they will no 

longer be able to meet their activity and performance commitments in their board approved plan you 

should work with your trusts to determine how these gaps will be closed through use of capacity in 

other trusts and/or the independent sector.” The letter also instructed local commissioners to reduce 

the number of those waiting over 52 weeks by at least 50 per cent. 

 

In response, NHS Providers Chief Executive, Chris Hopson, agreed that the “current elective 

performance is concerning”, but warned that a significant private sector drive could “destabilise” cash-

strapped trusts and would simply mean “taxpayers paying a premium” for private clinics to take on 

NHS work. Mr Hopson added that many hospitals had been prioritising A&E and cancer care in light 

the NHS England Five Year Forward View, which gave what he considered “a clear signal” about 

where resources should be directed. 

 

Whitehouse will monitor waiting times and add any relevant data to messages sent out in 

relation to the FOI audit results. 

Largest study to determine link between congenital anomalies and 

cerebral palsy 

The largest worldwide population-based study will hope to determine the frequency of specific 

congenital anomalies in cerebral palsy patients, as well as the risk of cerebral palsy for each anomaly, 

a report in the BMJ has said. The study will include both European and Australian regions, and is the 

first to determine the risk of cerebral palsy in children with specific congenital anomalies. Such 

information can only be obtained through international collaboration, the authors noted. They believe 

that a better understanding of the risk of cerebral palsy would help define effective prevention 

strategies, determine prognosis and raise awareness. 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2018/aug/30/nhs-urged-to-use-private-healthcare-to-reduce-waiting-lists
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/8/7/e022190
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Cerebral and/or non-cerebral congenital anomalies are present in 15-40 per cent of children with 

cerebral palsy. Although various causes are known, ranging from genetic abnormalities to infectious 

diseases or nutrient deficiencies, a large proportion of all cerebral palsy cases have no recognised 

cause, complicating epidemiological studies. To conduct the study, researchers distributed a survey 

to all well-known cerebral palsy and congenital registers in Europe and Australia. It assessed inclusion 

and exclusion criteria, methods of data collection, data available, and the registers’ interest in 

participating in this collaborative work. 

 

The database will be analysed for frequencies of strictly defined congenital anomalies and outcomes 

– type of cerebral palsy, motor severity and epilepsy, as well as hearing, vision and speech 

impediments. The researchers anticipate the study results will help make recommendations regarding 

the collection and classification of congenital anomaly information by cerebral palsy registers. 

 

Whitehouse will share the results and information from the study when they are published. As 

the study will help make recommendations regarding the collection and classification of 

congenital anomalies for cerebral palsy registers, as well linking anomalies with the likelihood 

of cerebral palsy, it will act as another strong argument in favour of introducing a national 

register. 


