
 

 

1 

Action Cerebral Palsy 

Political & Parliamentary Monitoring – Week commencing 19th 

February 2018 
 

This week, two written questions have been answered on the end of the Government’s contract with 

The Communication Trust. Scope has published research highlighting the additional costs of living 

with a disability, and the Government has responded to the House of Lords’ report on the long-term 

sustainability of the NHS. NHS Trusts have also predicted they will end the financial year with a £930 

million deficit. 

 

It has emerged that the Health Select Committee has renamed its inquiry into STPs to the ‘Integrated 

care: organisations, partnerships and systems inquiry’, and announced that the first evidence session 

will take place on 27th February. The inquiry will examine STPs effectiveness in joining up health and 

social care across their footprints; query the reliability of NHS England’s STP progress dashboard; 

discuss the development of accountable care within regional health economies; and discuss legislative 

barriers and public engagement.  

 

Health Secretary, Jeremy Hunt, has responded this week to health service failures by ordering a 

crackdown on drug dispensing errors and a nine-month review into the response to concerns about 

medical treatments, including vaginal mesh devices. Hunt has admitted that mistakes involving the 

dispensing of medicines in the NHS is causing “appalling levels of harm and death”, with research 

showing such errors contribute to around 22,000 fatalities per year. Facing demands for a full public 

inquiry following the vaginal mesh scandal, the Health Secretary has instead launched a prolonged 

review that will also examine the regulation of the hormone pregnancy test drug Primodos and the 

controversial anti-epilepsy drug sodium valproate. 
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Written questions answered on The Communication Trust 

Two written parliamentary questions from the Shadow Education Minister, Tracy Brabin, have been 

answered this week on the ending of a Department for Education contract with The Communication 
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Trust (TCT). Brabin asked what estimate the Department had made “of the number of speech, 

language and communication needs specialist jobs that may be at risk as a result of [the] Department’s 

decision to not renew that contract”; and “for how many consecutive years his Department has had 

contracts with The Communication Trust related to speech, language and communication needs.”  

 

Both questions were answered by the Children and Families Minister, Nadhim Zahawi, who said that 

the Government had funded TCT through a contractual arrangement since 2013 and had awarded a 

one-year contract to I CAN on behalf of TCT in March 2017. Zahawi clarified that “The purpose of the 

contract was not to provide specialist roles, such as Speech and Language Therapists. Speech and 

Language Therapists working with children are employed by local authorities, the health service or 

directly by schools. Therefore, no roles involving the delivery of these services directly to children 

should be at risk as a consequence of this one-year contract ending.”  

 

Zahawi then stated that the Department for Education is procuring a SEND strategic workforce 

contractor, “to help schools to develop improved knowledge and skills among their staff, in relation to 

specific impairments.” He also referenced the work being done on early language acquisition through 

the Department’s Social Mobility Action Plan. 

Disabled people spend £570 more per month on living costs 

Scope has published research highlighting that disabled people face an average of £570 of additional 

living costs due to their disability, alongside generally having less money to live on initially. The 

research gave examples of electric wheelchairs costing £9,500, replacement batteries for wheelchairs 

costing £600, and the price of having an accessible parking bay installed being nearly £4,000. The 

Chief Executive of Scope, Mark Atkinson, highlighted that ““Disabled people often have to buy 

equipment that other people don’t. Sometimes their condition means disabled people have no choice 

but to use more of something, like heating. In other cases, they are charged extortionate rates for 

things like insurance.” 

 

Responding to the research, the Minister for Disabled People, Health and Work, Sarah Newton, 

pointed to the introduction of personal independence payments to meet the additional costs of 

disabilities, with “29% of people receive the highest rate of support, compared with 15% under 

disability living allowance.” 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-02-08/127863
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2018-02-08/127865
https://www.scope.org.uk/campaigns/extra-costs/disability-price-tag
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/disabled-people_uk_5a8beff9e4b0a1d0e12cc032
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Government publishes response to long-term sustainability of the 

NHS report 

The Government has responded to a report published by the House of Lords’ Select Committee on 

the Long-Term Sustainability of the NHS and Adult Social Care, which was initially published in April 

2017. The Committee’s report made 34 recommendations, including a push to create a “longer-term 

strategy for service transformation” than what exists in the Five Year Forward View, which was 

originally envisioned to last until 2020. The Government responded that its additional funding 

allocations in the most recent Budget and other plans around Sustainability and Transformation 

Partnerships (STPs) mean that “The health and care system is therefore well placed to plan for the 

future on this basis.”  

 

The original report also recommended that the Department of Health and Social Care should “launch 

a public consultation on what legislative modifications could be made to the Health and Social Care 

Act 2012 which would remove the obstacles to new ways of working”, to which the Department said it 

does not consider a change in legislation “necessary to drive forward further integration.” It advised 

the Government to commission a “formal independent review […] to review pay policy with a particular 

regard to its impact on the morale and retention of health and care staff”, to which the Government 

highlighted its ongoing discussions with the various Pay Review Bodies for NHS staff since it was 

announced in the Budget that the 1% pay cap would be lifted. 

NHS Trusts predict £930 million deficit 

The NHS has reported that its deficit for the end of 2017/18 is forecast to be £930 million, an increase 

of £300 million from the previous quarter and nearly twice the £496 million which had been planned 

for. The figures were highlighted by NHS Improvement, who attributed the poor performance to higher 

than expected levels of emergency care and lower levels of planned care, which reduced trusts’ 

income. The report also highlighted that there are nearly 100,000 job vacancies in the NHS, including 

35,000 nursing posts and 10,000 doctor posts, equating to around one in 12 jobs in the NHS going 

unfilled. 

 

The Shadow Health Secretary, Jonathan Ashworth, said that the figures show that “This Government 

has overseen a devastating decline in NHS finances and the result is worsening outcomes for patients, 

with huge staff shortages and treatments cancelled or delayed.” 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/682614/Government_response_report_on_Long-Term_Sustainability_of_the_NHS_and_Adult_Social_Care__web_accessible_.pdf
https://www.hsj.co.uk/finance-and-efficiency/updated-nhs-trusts-predict-930m-deficit/7021738.article
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-43143325
https://labour.org.uk/press/government-overseen-devastating-decline-nhs-finances-ashworth/

